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According to the Mississippi Agricultural Statistics Service, there were 5.4 days suitable for fieldwork for the
week ending July 21, 1996.The main farming activities for the week were irrigating fields, controlling insects
and harvesting corn stlage. Showers improved pasture and hay field conditions, but a solid rain is still needed
in most areas. Cattlemen are fighting the effects of heat stress on their animals. Soil moisture is 9 percent very
short, 37 percent short, 49 percent adequate and 5 percent surplus.

Progress in Percentages Conditions in Percentages
Itam Event \;:,2:{ \}\;’E;Ztk 1998 i:gr \;22; Poori Fair | Good | Excellent

Siitked a8 96 a8 24

Dough 79 53 77 89
Corn Dent 48 33 38 32 4 10 32 44 10

Mature 5 ] 2 ]

Silage Hvstd 20 O a 15

Sauaring 100 100 1100 o7
Cotton Setting Bolls o3 1 7e 175 1es | > | & | % °
Rice Heading 48 20 38 27 5 8 37 48 4
Sorghuim Heading 80 70 67 85 3 13 2% 48 7

Biooming 74 71 80 38
Soybeans Setting pods 46 34 29 14 4 8 3 43 i
Hay {Warm Season) | Harvestad a7 65 59 57 7 15 a2 42 4
Peaches Harvestied 85 80 57 77 41 46 <] 6 1
Sweetpotatoes Planted 99 95 [100 100 0 2 | 42" 38
Watermeions Harvested 513} 51 53 53 G ] ag 49 4
Blusberries 16 14 51 168 3
Cattle z 7 31 53 7
Pasture 4 16 33 43 4

County Agent Comments

“Most areas within the county received rain this week. Crops look good with the exception of
approximately 30 percent of our corn that was severely damaged by drought 2-3 weeks ago. Insect
pressure is unbetievably fow in cotton. Pastures are short due to winter injury and low fertility. Low cattle
prices have preventad pasture improvement practices.”

- Mike Howell, Calhoun County

“Scattered showers have provided some relief from drought stressed conditions, Cotton insect pressure
remains Jow at this point. Bollworm moths are moving into cotton.”
— Steve Richardson, Tate County

"Rain eazlier in the week was badly needed for all crops. Soybeans have improved tremendously during
the last two weeks. Hot, humid weather bas lowered milk production and cattle gains. Caitle producers
aze beginning to sell cows and heavier weight calves in anticipation of large numbers going fo market
sooner than normal.”

— Dalton G. Garner, Prenfiss County
“The majority of the row crops in Madison received some needed rain this week. A small amount of row

crop acreage still has not received rain. Rain was too lae to help the late planted corn. Insect pressure
in cotion continnes to be lght. The rain also was weicome by cattle producers and hay farmers”

-~ {tis L. Davis, Madison County

This publication is part of a series that first began in 1872 and contipuonsly published since. In Mississippi, this report is a result
of the conperative efforts oft
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Weather Summéa:y From July 15, 1996 to July 21, 1986 For Mississippt

Air T o Precinitoed 4 tnch Soil A
o ) ir Temperature | sy r?c-l;mltfi:ion Temperatire Ve
District/Station S S e e Pan
Max § Min | Ave |N DFN One {)FN Rain | Four Max ;| Min | Ave |Evap
€ orm Week Days iWeeks
1. Upper Delta . -
Clarksdaie 97 71 81 a2 -1 1.69 +0.83 2 2.0 2= 78 88 .27
Claveland 95 72 83 1.24 3 1.28
Tunica 94 88 B0 83 -3 1.1 +1.13 2 2.21 82 B8O =13
ExtremefAverage 87 586 81 83 -1 1,48 +0.86 2 1.84 a8 76 86 ©.27
2. North-Central
Helly Springs 98 . 8B 82 79 +3 043 -0.21 1 0.68 a5 80 88 0.27
Memphis ag 71 84 83 + 1 1.87 +0.48 1 2.26
Oxtord a8k 88 82 79 +3 1.8 +0.98 z 2.33
Extreme/Average 98 86 a8z 20 +2 1,18 +0.41 1 1.78 a8 &0 a8 027
3. Northeast
Boonevifle 83 71 81 80 +1 0 082 +0,12 2 1.64
Corinth a8 7% a4 ac +3  1.38 +Q.66 2 4,78
luke az 67 79 0.7 2 2,83
Pantotoc a3 70 81 2¢ +Z 146 +0,79 2 6.10 85 78 86 0.27
Tupeio 23 7% &2 a1 2 1.36 +0.68 1 5.00
Verona a8 7% 83 i1 1 418 o33 78 85 0,28
Extreme/Average S8 87 82 20 +2 113 w041 2 4,28 a6 76 85  0.26
4 tower Delta
Belzoni o8 88 82 a2 +3  1.08 +0Q.03 3 .27 100 8BS g2
Greenwoad 96 72 84 82 +2 031 -0.41 2z .34
Roliing Fork 97 72 84 .88 +0.19 2 1.34 11 24 g7  ¢.24
Stoneville
Yazoo City a5 73 b4 8z +2 033 -0.73 1 .82
Extrema/Average 87 58 83 8z +2Z 087 -0.23 2 C.81 111 84 95 0.24
5. Ceantrat
Carthage 1] 69 81 81 +1 0 2.28 +1.44 3 Z.B67
Jackson 83 71 B2 8z +1  0.894 .0.05 3 4.0
Winona g1 1) % 79 +1 1.44 +0.79 z 1,44
Extreme/Average 96 65 51 a0 +1 1.66 +0.72 3 2.87
6. East-Ceniral
Brooksviie g7 7 24 C.B3 -0.34 1 2.88 az 78 33
Colimbus g5 72 83 1.22 1 1,22
State University 84 73 83 81 +2 074 -0.03 2 4.23 101 78 88
Extramel/Average a7 72 84 21 +3 083 :0.07 1 z.a1 101 76 133
7. Southwest
Crystal Springs 85 1 83 1.82 2 3.86 a8 jz1el 88
Natchez a1 72 82 82 +3 0.83 -0.88 3 4.14
Qakley 44 71 a2 ¢.7¢ -0.20 3 2.60 100 78 87
Vickshurg o1 73 &z 5.0% 3 8.18
Extreme/Average 8% 71 82 8z 4+1 208 +1.01 3 4,10 160 78 88
8. South-Central
Crlumbia 84 58 82 82 +0 1.88 +0.62 3 3.95
McCamb a4 71 23 80 +2 0.36 -0.87 4 221
Extreme/Averags 24 8% 82 g1 +1  1.02 +0.02 4 3.08
9. Southeast
Beaumont 95 ] &1 0.82 2 3.40 100 76 &85
Hattisshiurg 2] 70 82 &2 -2 112 -0.08 3 3.38
Laurel :
Meridian 233 83 344 81 +G 3,85 +3.06 1 8.01
Newtaon 95 69 82 8o +1 1.0 +0.18 3 1.839 22 74 83 0.z22
Extremes/Average 98 &8 g1 &1 +0  1.76 +0.77 2 3.7C 100 74 84 Q.22
10. Coastal
Bay St Louis .73 4 1.88
Biloxi .06 1 2.18
Gulfport +0 1,82 +0.48 4 8.61
Pascagouls -2 0,88 -0.80 3 5.08
Paoplarville +1 0.84 -0,B3 & 2.88 a8 78 88  0.23
Lo Extreme/Averags +0 0,76 -0.B4 3 .71 o8 i 85 023
Syate T O 7 N 3 - DY - S & A~ S 7 A o -
DFN = Departure from Normael.
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